God With Us in the Word: The Gospel
Scripture Resource Sheet for Week 4
As we finish the last few days of Advent and step into Christmas, we turn to praying the daily
Gospel together this week in our series, God With us in the Word.
Here’s a brief recap of the steps of Lectio Divina:
1. Read: Pick any passage in Scripture. Slowly, thoughtfully, savor the word. Linger whenever
a word or phrase touches your heart.
2. Reflect: What is God saying to you in this passage? Offering you? Asking you?
3. Respond: Respond to God from your heart. Speak to God of your feelings and insights.
Offer these to God.
4. Rest in God: Sit quietly in God’s presence. Rest in God’s love.

Week 4: December 24-29, 2019
Monday: Luke 1:67-79

Zechariah his father, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the Lord,
the God of Israel; for he has come to his people and set them free. He has raised up for
us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his servant David. Through his prophets he
promised of old that he would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate
us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. This
was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hand of our
enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of
our life. You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before
the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness
of their sins. In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break
upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace."

Tuesday: Luke 2:1-14 (Christmas Mass During the Night)

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went
to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town
of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth

to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that region
living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck
with great fear. The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." And suddenly
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."
Wednesday: Matthew 10:17-22 Feast of Saint Stephen, first martyr

Jesus said to his disciples: "Beware of men, for they will hand you over to courts and
scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be led before governors and kings for my
sake as a witness before them and the pagans. When they hand you over, do not worry
about how you are to speak or what you are to say. You will be given at that moment
what you are to say. For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. Brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his child;
children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by all
because of my name, but whoever endures to the end will be saved."

Thursday: John 20:1-8 Feast of Saint John, Apostle & evangelist

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and to the
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the
tomb, and we do not know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out
and came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and
arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in.
When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths
there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in
a separate place. Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the
tomb first, and he saw and believed.

Friday: Matthew 2:13-18 Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs

When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I
tell you. Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the

child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. He stayed there until the death of
Herod, that what the Lord had said through the prophet might be fulfilled, Out of Egypt I
called my son. When Herod realized that he had been deceived by the magi, he became
furious. He ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years
old and under, in accordance with the time he had ascertained from the magi. Then was
fulfilled what had been said through Jeremiah the prophet: A voice was heard in Ramah,
sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children, and she would not be
consoled, since they were no more.
Saturday: Luke 2:22-35

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, the
parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written
in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,
and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance

with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom
of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Lord,
now let your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen
the salvation which you prepared in the sight of every people, a light to reveal you to the
nations and the glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed.”

Download the steps of Lectio Divina in a printable prayer card here.
Read more about Lectio Divina in the Advent series,
God With Us in the Word on www.BeckyEldredge.com/category/lectio-divina

